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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a water soluble 
thickener having acid and salt resistances capable of 
little decreasing a viscosity even in an acidic 
condition or in a salt solution and being used in wide 
varieties of fields containing medicines and cosmetics 
by using a specific copolymer. 

SOLUTION: In this water soluble thickener, a copolymer 
obtained by copolymerizing (meth)acrylic acid and/or its 
salt and (meth) acrylamidoalkylsulfonic acid and/or its 
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salt with a cross-linking monomer is used, or the 
copolymer is used by neutralizing with an alkaline 
agent. The water soluble thickener preferably comprises 
45-90 mole % (meth)acrylic acid unit, 10-55 mole % 
(meth)acrylamidoalkylsulfonic acid unit, 0.001-2.0 mole 
% cross-linking monomer. Cosmetic materials using the 
water soluble thickener are excellent in acid resistance 
and salt resistance and prevent viscosity decrease and 
hydrophilic phenomenon caused by salts on the body 
surface, thus . they have no slippery feeling. Further, 
the cosmetic materials have no problems even in case of 
pH limitation in prescriptions. 
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